RECOLLECTIONS  OF A  PLAYEK
ally as old as the statement would seem to indicate. The episode of the presentment of the cup was an unexpected compliment. Mr. Froilman's kind consideration in having my old manager Mr. Palmer make the speech of presentation, and his invitation to all the ladies and gentlemen of the various theaters to meet me on the occasion, and my old manager's complimentary remarks upon our long association, together with Mr. Jefferson's kind gift inscribed "For Auld Lang Syne," are incidents in my life which will never be forgotten.
During my engagement with Mr. Charles Frohman, a friend of long standing had been reading with a great deal of pleasure the tales of Ian Maclaren, and was particularly interested in "Beside the Bonnie Brier Bush." He came to see me at my cottage at Sewaren, and said: "Mr. Stod-dart, before you end your theatrical career I want to see you play old Doctor MacLure. He is a great character." I told him I thought it would be difficult to get Dr. "Watson's consent to having his stories put 243as not actu-242eard 240lo gentle in their 237 our party encountered upon212              '<
